AN UNSOCIAL SOCIALIST
whether she should ever be happy again. At the college there had been good-fellowship, fun, rules, and duties which were a source of strength when observed and a source of delicious exciteinentwhen violated, freedom from ceremony, toffee-making, flights on the banisters, and appreciative audiences for the soldier in the chimney* In society there were silly conversations lasting 'half a minute, cool acquaintanceships founded on such half-minutes, general reciprocity of suspicion, overcrowding, insufficient ventilation, bad music badly executed, late hours, unwholesome food, intoxicating liquors, jealous competition in useless expenditure, husband-hunting, flirting, dancing, theatres, and concerts. The last three, which Agatha liked, helped to make the contrast between Alton and London tolerable to her, but they had their drawbacks, for good partners at the dances, and good performances at the spiritless opera and concerts, were disappointingly scarce. Flirting she could no tendure; she drove men away when they became tender, seeing in them the falsehood of Sniilash without his wit. She was considered rude by the younger gentlemen of her circle. They discussed her bad manners among themselves, and agreed to punish her by not asking her to dance. She thus got rid, without knowing why, of the attentions she cared for least (she retained a schoolgirl's cruel contempt for "boys"), and enjoyed herself as best she could with such of the older or more sensible men as were not intolerant of girls*
At best the year was the least happy she had ever spent. She repeatedly alarmed her mother by broaching projects ofbecoming a hospital nurse, a public singer, or an actress. These projects led to some desultory studies. In order to qualify herself as a nurse she read a handbook of physiology, which Mrs Wylie thought so improper a subject for a young lady that she went in tears to beg Mrs Jansenius to remonstrate with her unruly girl. Mrs Jansemus, better advised, was of opinion that die more a wonjan knew the more wisely she was likely to act, and that Agatha would soon drop die physiology of her own accord. This pttwed true. Agatha, having finished her book by dint of extensive skipping, proceeded to study pathology from a volume of
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